Cytochrome P-450 dependent irreversible binding of 6-thiopurine to rat liver microsomal protein in vitro and protection by glutathione.
6-Thiopurine when incubated in the presence of rat liver microsomes and reduced nicotine adenine dinucleotide phosphate (NADPH) binds to microsomal protein. Data support a mechanism involving initial metabolic activation via a cytochrome P450 mediated reaction to an intermediate which binds to protein. Glutathione protects against protein binding of the 6-thiopurine metabolite.